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that he objected to his orders asking him to resign from the
governorship of Malwa, as the payments of Rabi' harvest
were falling due, and these were the only source of meeting
the expenses of the anny which he had raised to check the
inroads of the Marathas.1 He reminded the Amiru'l-Umara
of the agreement which had been entered into by himself and
the Sayyid brotheis, before he set out for Malwa. He also
stated in his letter that if he had entertained any evil designs
against the Sayyid brothers, he could very easily have joined
their opponents at Agra who desired him to espouse the cause
of Nekusiyar and to overthrow their government. He ad-
dressed the following couplet to the Amriu'l-Umara: "I
swear by faith that I am not a faithless one: I swear by
you that I am not like you."2

Meanwhile, Nizamu'1-Mulk received intelligence from the
capital through Diyanat Khan, his agent at the court, that
the mace-bearers were being sent to enforce his return to
the capital, and that Dilawar eAli Khan had been directed
to proceed against him. He knew that if he desired safety
there was no time to be lost. He had to decide quickly
and act effectively. Knowing \\ell the obstacles athwart
his path, he resolved to engage upon his enterprise in the
Deccan.

When first apprised of the intentions of the Sayyid brothers,
Nizamul-Mulk sent his envoy to Raja Jai Singh Sawai of
Jaipur, inviting him to form a concerted plan of action against
them. But his envoy did not bring a reassuring reply from
the Raja. He now consulted his friends as to their future
plans in view of the menacing situation created by the ad-
vance of Dilawar 'All Khan's forces on the frontier of Malwa,
and the firman of recall ordering him to evacuate the terri-
tory. He had formed the design of reconquering the Deccan
from the Marathas ever since he had been summoned to
the Imperial presence, leaving the viceroyalty of the Deccan
to the Amiru'l-Umara. Now, there was no alternative
open to him except to proceed to the Deccan and seek
safety there. He knew the country and its resources, and
had spent his youth in bringing this part of the country
under the suzerainty of the Mughal Sovereign. He finally

1 Tartkk-i-Muzaffiiri, op. tit.           2 Siyar, vol. II, p. 425.